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Of giving 


OFFENCE 
Weak Bzetheen. 


T hath been often obſerved concerning our Di/- 
ſenting Brethren, that when they are urged to 
mention any one thing required of the le 1n 
the Publick Worſhip of God in our Pariſh 
Churches, judged by them abſolutely ſinful, on 
the account of which their ſeparation from us is neceſ(- 
ſary, and conſequently juſtifiable, they either put us off 
with ſome inconveniecncies, inexpediences or corrupti- 
ons,” as they call them” ſome things appointed and uled, 
which in their opinion render our fervice leſs pure 
and ſpiritual ; (the chief of which exceptions have been 
conſidered in ſeveral Diſcourſes, lately written with 
ou temper and judgment for the ſatisfaction of all 
oneſt and teachable minds :JOr elſe ſome of them tell 
us, that they are indeed themſelves ſufficiently perſwa- 
ded of the lawſulnels of all that is enj na they do 
not ſee but a good Chriſtian may ſerve God acceprably 
and devoutly our way, and may goto Heaven living 
and dying 1n our Communion ; but then there are 
B many 
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many other Godly ,but weakerChriſtians of another per- 
ſwaſion, with whom they have been 00g joyned : And 
ſhould they now, at leaſt totally, forſake them, and 
conform, they ſhould thereby ge great offence to all 
thoſe tender Conſciences, which arc not thus convin- 
ced of the lawfulnels of holding ſuch Communion with 
our Church, in Prayers and Sacraments, as is by Law 
required, Which is a fin ſo Heinous and of ſuch dread- 
ful Conſequence, that our Saviour tells us, St. Mate. 
18.6. Whoſoever ſbal = one of theſe little ones which 
believe in me, it were better for him that a Milſtone were 
hanged about his Neck, and that be were drowned in the 
depth of the Sea; and in St. Pas/s account it is no leſs 
than Spiritual Murther, « deſtroying of him for whom 
Chriſt eyed, Rom 14. 15+ 

Now this Caſe of grving Offence to weat Brethren, 
I have undertaken briefly ro conſider, where I once 
for all ſuppoſe (as all thoſe muſt do who make this 
the ground of their refuſing to Communicate with our 
Church) that nothing is amongſt us impoſed as a con- 
dition of Communion, but what may be done with- 
our ſin ; for were any thing in it ſelf finfu] required by 
our Church, there could be no room for this Plea of 
Scandal ; That alone would be ſufficient reaſon for Se. 
paration from us. I Diſcourſe therefore at this preſent 
only with fuch, who for their own particular could 
well enough joyn with us, but dare not do it for fear 
of Offending thoſe, who yet ſcruple and are diſſatisfied 
at the uſe of our Prayers and Ceremonies. 

Nor do I deſign exattly to handle the whole 
Dotrine of Scandai, or Elaborately explain all the 
places of Scripture concerning it, or ſtate the Caſes 
there treated of; Nor ſhall I now meddle with the 
_ of Governours and Superiours, how far they 
ought to condeſcend to the weakneſs, ignorance, pre- 


ſhame and ſufferings he was to undergo, and when he 
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(3) 
prejudices and miſtakes of thoſe under their care and 
charge ; but I ſhall confine my ſelf to this one 
Queſtion. 


Whether there doth lye any ww upon any pri 
vate Chriſtian ( as the caſe now ſtands amongſt us) to 
abſent from bis Pariſh Church, or to =— the uſe 
of the Forms of Prayer and Ceremonies by Law appoint-- 
ed, for fear of Offending or Scandalizing his weat Bre-« 
thres / | 

Here I ſhall Firſt of all inquire, what is the true no- 
tion of a weat Brother. ndly, What it is to 
Offend ſuch an one. Thirdly, How far and in what 
inſtances we are bound to conſider the weatneſs of our 
Brother. 

Firſt, For the reſolution of this Queſtion it is neceſſa- 
ry to know, what is the true notion of a weat Brother. 
Now a weat Brother or weak in Faith in Scriprure de- 
notes oac newly converted to Chriſtianity ; and ſo nei- 
ther thorowly inſtructed in the principles, nor well ſet- 
led in the practice of it,the ſame whom our Saviour calls 
a little one,and the Apoſtle a babe in Chriſt. 1 Cor. 3. 1. 

Converſion to Chriſtianity is often called our new 
birth, and conſequently at Mens firſt entrance into the 
Chriſtian Church, they were for a while reckoned as in 
an Infant ſtate; and accordingly were to be moſt tender- 
ly handled and nurſed,and gently uſed, with all favour 
and indulgence, not driven faſter than they were able 
to go; ll by degrees, by the improvement of their 
knowledge they came to be of ful Age, as the Apoſtle 
expreſieth it, Heb. 5. 14 

They were at feſt to be fed with Milk, to be taughe- 
the caſieſt and plaineſt Dodtrines, againſt which 
leaſt exceptions could be made ; ( as our Blefled Saviowr 
himſclf would not at firſt rell his Diſciples of the 
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did ſpeak of them it was covertly and obſcurely , o 
that they did not perietly underſtand him, leſt they 
ſhould by it have been preſently diſcouraged and 
tempted to have forſaken him ;\ no unneceſſary burdens 
were to be laid upon them, which might render their 
new Proleſſion grievous to them ; every Stumbling- 
block and prejudice was to be removed out of their 
way, that _— occaſion their falling ; the grown 
Chriſtians and proficients were Charitably to conde- 
{cend to the capacity of theſe Novices,and make allow- 
ances, and for a time bear with their Ignorance and 
many miſtakes and Childiſh humours, and deny them- 
ſelves their own Liberty, and become even as Children 
with them, as it themſelves were of rhe fame mind 
and underſtood no better, than theſe raw beginners. 
Now theſe freſh Diſciples, little ones or Babes arc 
the ſame with thoſe St. Paz! Rom, 14. calls weat Bre- 
thren, weak for want of Age or Growth, or as the 
Original word rather fignifies, Sickly and Feeble ; like 
a Man beginning to recover from a waſting Diſcaſe, 
his diſtemper, tho cured, yet hangs a long time upon 
him, the Dregs of it ſtall remain: He muſt tor a while 
be careiully attended and watched, fince- every little 
thing diſcompoſes him, and hazards a relapſe. So was 
it with theſe firſt Converts. As ſoon as. ever they 
were brought to acknowledg Jeſus to be the Son of 
God, and were willing to become his Diſciples, they 
were immediately Baptized , tho as yet they un- 
derſtood but little of the Nature or deſign of the Gol- 
pel. The Apoſtles and firſt Preachers ot our Religion 
were in haſt ro make more Profelyres, and theretore 
preſently Baptized all that were willing to it without 
that previous Inſtruttion and Preparation, which af- 
terwards, when Churches were feried, was made no 
celſary before Heathens or Jews could be admitted by 
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Bapriſm. Thus the —_— the Apoſtles Preached 
Chriſt tothe Jews, 'A#s 2. they Baptized about three 
thouſand of them ,- and FRhbilip without any delay 
Baptized the Exruch, as ſoon as he profeſſed to believe 
that Jeſus was the Son of God : and the Jaylor and 
his Houſehold were Baptized the fame hour at mid- 
night, at which Paz! and Silas fpake unto them the 
word of the Lord. After their Baptiſm rhey were to 
be tutor'd and train'd up in their new-Religion, where 
great care was to be taken, great prudence and caution 
uſed towards them, leſt they ſhould ſuddenly flie back 
and reperit of their change ; for having been bred up, 
and fo- | lived Jews or Gentiles, and then of'a 
ſudden turn'd\ Chriſtians, they retain'd ſhil a great 
love and kindneſs for many of their old Cuſtoms and 
Opinions, they had mighty and inveterate prejudices 
to overcome, the Old man was by degrees to be pur 
off, and therefore they were at firſt treated- with all 
the tenderneſs and condeſcenfion A the 
ſtronger and wiſer Chriſtians would not ſtand rigidly 
on any little matters, would for the preſent tolerate 
many things, which were neceſſary afterwards to be 
done away, hoping that in time they might” be better 
taughr, and be broughr-of thoſe miſtakes they now 
Labour'd under, 

Had the Apoſiles in the beginning plainly told all 
the Jews of the ceaſing of their Laws, the abroggtion 
of rheir Ceremonies and Worſhip , the no- neceſſity 
of Circumciſion, the taking in of rhe Gentiles, they 
would never have born fuch DoQrines, they would 
never have become Chriſtians upon ſuch terms, nor 
ever endured thoſe Teachers, who ſeem'd to make fo 
lictle account of Moſes and their Temple: Now to 

ain theſe Sr. Pau! became weat himſelt; ried! up him- 


if while amongſt theſe Jewrſh Converts to ſuch ob- 
lec- 


thren by the ſame inoffenſive 


Carriage. 
This then was the diflcrence between fon 


from the burdenſome Yoke of the Jewiſh Ceremonies, 
the weak, tho Brethren, that is, believers in Chriſt, 
yet abſtained from ſome Meats jucging them ualawful 
or unclean, and obſerved days, Zcaloully retained 
the Moſaical rites, not being yer GREY inſtrudted 
in that Liberty our Saviour purchaſed for them, 
or in the nature of his Ki which confſled not 
in Meat or Drink, bat in Righteouſneſs and Peace, and 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Hence 1 obſerve, 

1, That the rules which arc laid Gown in Scripture 
concerning weat Bretbres principally reſpect thoſe 
times when our Religion made its firſt appearance in 
the World, and were temporary proviſions for the 
caſier proſclyting men to the Faith of Chriſt, or the 
better ſecuring and fixing thoſe that were already come 
into the Church. They are not ſtanding Laws equal- 
ly obliging all Chriſtians in all Ages, but were ſued 
to the Ilntant ſtate of the Church, or rather to its 
condition whilſt it was but an Embryo, till Churches 
were formed and ferled, and our Chriſtianity had got 
firm Footing and Polſkeſion in the World. Thus St. 
Paxl tells us, i Cor. 9. 19. Fer the I be rep ſhow ag 
Men, yet bave I made my ſelf ſervant unto all, that I 
might goin the more. And unto the Jews 1 became av a 
Jew, that 1 mugbt jou the Tems ; to them that art un- 
der the Law, as under the Law, that 1 might gain thew 

that 
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that art unity the Law. To them thit are without 
Law, «s without Law ( being not without Law to God, 
but wnder the Law to Chr) that I might gain them 
that are without Law. To the weak became 7 as weak, 
that I might gain the weak: I am made af things to all 
men, that [ might by all meant ſave ſome. And this 
I de for the Goſpels ſake, that I might be —_— 
thereof with you. This was the Apoitles deſign in all 
theſe Compliances and Civilities to win many to the 
Faith of Chriſt, by theſe wiſe arts to inſinuate himſelf 
and his Doctrine into them : but when he had once 
made his way, he chen taught them another leſſon, 
and behaved hunſelf after a far different manner. Now 
to do as St. Paul did, would always be the duty and 
wiſdom of one in his circumſtances, who had his office 
and was to propagate any Religion amongſt Heathens 

and Infidels ; like a Maſter that dealeth not ſo ſharp 
with his Scholar at his firſt entrance into the bros f 
as he thinketh fit to do afterwards. But the direQions 
Set. Pau! gave, and according to which himſclt praftis'd 
at the firſt planting of Chrittianity, do no more agree 
with our times, wherein Chriſtianity is become the 
National Religion, countenanced by the Civil Laws 
and Authority, and ſo generally proteſled by every one 
amongſt us, that we hardly know of any other Reli- 
on, than the fame Cloaths we did wear inour In- 

ancy would ſerve us now when we are of full Age. 
We ought indeed to be very careful of Children, 
and lead them by ſerings, and remove every ſtraw and 
rub out of their way, leſt they ſtumble and fall, bur it 
is ridiculous to uſe the fame care towards grown men. 
None of us Labour under thoſe prejudices the firſt 
Chriſtians did, who forſook a Religion in which they 
had been bred, and long lived ; and as to the Jews had 
leſt a way of Worſhip commanded them - &— 
ſelf 


and 
from their Fathers by 
conſtant ſucceſſion of Prophets ſent from God. There 
is not now amongſt us any fuch comperition berween 
two Religions, but every one learneth Chriſtianity as 
he doth his Mothers Tongue. The Apoſtles there- 
fore and Governours of the Church carried rhemſelves 
towards theſe new Converts, as God Almighty did tr. 
wards the Children of reel, when he brought thern 
firſt out of Agypr. He for a white ted them by a Pillar 
of Fireand of a Cloud, gave them Water out of the 
Rock, and rain'd down Bread and Fleſh from Heaven. 
This he did for them whileſt in their paſſage, thus ex- 
traordinarily provide for them, and in fome caſes 
even humour that People, leſt upon every little pre- 
tence they ſhould retura back to the Garlick and Ony- 
ons of Axypr; but after they were (ctledin the Land 
of Canaan, he then left them in their own hands, by or- 
dinary Common means to take care of and provide for 
themlelves , he did not ſhew the ſame indulgence to 
them, as he did whilſt they were in the Wilderneſs. 
St. Pan! would not rake that reward that was duc 
rtohim for Preaching the Goſpel, but himſelf Laboured 
hard night and day, becauſe he would not be charge- 
able to his Converts, 1: 7hef. 2.9. and this he did 
for the furtherance of the Goſpel, that all might ſee he 
did nor ſerve his ewn Belly. But ſurely our Diſſent- 
ing Brethren do not think themſelves obliged by this 
Example, in yr where Publick maintenance is fer- 
ted on Miniſters by Law, to refuſe to rake it, 8nd 


earn their own Bread by ſome manual occupation, rho 
thereby they avoid giving offence to Quakers, and thoſe 
who call them hicchngs, and fay they propheſie only 


for filthy lucre. 
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Thus it is. uſually. obſerved, that St. Pawd writes 
ite after ad manner to the Romans and to 
Galatians, tho upon the fame ſubjet. In his 
Epiſtle to the Romans am whom he had never 
yet been, he piticth and p h for the weat Chrifti- 
ans, chargeth that they ſhould not be deſpiſed or caſt 
off, that no cauſe of offence ſhould be given them, 
but ro the Galatians a People that had been fully in- 
ſtruſted in the nature of their Chriſtian Liberty , a- 
mongſt whom himſelt had planted the Goſpel, and 
had been preſent in perſon, and fo knew that they un- 
derſtood better ; when forme of them fell into the 
fame Error, thinking Circumciſion and the obſervati- 
on of the Moſaical Law neceſſary to Chriſtians, he 
chides them ſharply and rebukes them more fevere- 
ly ; Whe bath bewitched you © fooliſh Galatidhs, @c. 
He who would condeſcegd to the Ignorant Novices 
amongſt the Romans, would not in the leaſt comply 
with the Galatians, that had or ought to have had 
more knowledge and light: and atterwards when the 
reaſon of fuch torbearance ceated, when the nation 
of the Jews had rejetted Chriſt, and the Gentile 
world was come into the Church, the obſervation of 
the Moſaical Law, and the diſtinction of meats con- 
tained therein, was ſo far from being tolerated in thole, 
whether Jews or Gentiles, who through miſtake 
thought themſelves obliged to it, that it was con- 
demned by the Rules and Canons of the Church. 
The ſum of all this is, that whatever Argument may 
be drawn from St. Paz! s diſcourſes about woiak Bretbres 
by way of Analogy , or Similitude, or Parity of 
reaſon, yet there are no ſuch weat perſons now a+ 
| us, as thoſe were for v hom tlie Apoſtle provi- 
deth,or 2s thoſe irrle ones were, for whom our Saviour 

was ſo much concerned. 
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l 2ly, 1 would defire _— | 
ider by what they can any privi- 
ledge Celonging to them under the notion of weal 
Chriſtians, when according to their own opinion and 
conceit of themſelves, they are of all men turtheft off 
from being ſuch 10 afry This is as if a man 
worth « Thouſand pound prr amnvam, ſhould Sue in 
formd panperis. 
who take upon themſelves to be teachers of 

others, wiſer and better than their Neighbours, the 
only Sober and Godly party, and are too apt ro de- 
ſpiſe all other” Chriſtans as Ignorant or Prophane, 
with what colour of reaſon can they plead for any fa- 
your to be ſhewn, or regard to be to them in 
complyance with their weatwe/s > Tho they love to 
argue againſt us from the example of St. Pauls conde- 
ſcenſion to the uninſtruted Jews or Gentiles, yer ir is 
apparent that they do not in other caſes willingly fiken 
themſelves to thoſe weat believers, or Babes in Chriff, 
They have really better thoughts of themſelves, and 
would be Leaders and Maſters in /ſrael, and preſcribe 
to their Governours and give Laws to all others, and 
do prefer their own private opinion ( which they call 
their Conſcience) betore the } t of the wiſſt 
men, or the determinations of rheir Lawful Sauperi- 
ours. And if in all inſtances we ſhould deal with 
chem as weak perſons, rurn them back to their Prim- 
mer, adviſe them to learn their Catechiſm, they 
would think themſclves highly wrong'd and injured. 

It che ſeveral Diſſenters amongſt us did in good 
earneſt look upon themſelves as weak, that is, 
rant, Wavering, half Chriſtians, did they think theis 
diſlike of the Coattirurions of our Church to be the 
effet of ſuch weakneſs, they would be cither more care- 
tul to hide it, or would more diligently ſerk out for 
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mmedy; they would be more modeſt and humble, 
not fo forward to judge and condemn what they do 
not underſtand ; they would not encourage one ano- 
ther to hold out and perſiſt in this their weatueſs, nor 
breed up their Children in it, nor ſo Zealouſly en- 
deavour to inſtil the ſame prejudices and miſtakes into 
all with whom they converſe. Bur the truth is, they 
ordinarily look upon their oppoſition to the orders of 
our Church as the cfiet of an higher illumination, 
greater knowledg than other Men have attained unto, 
they rather count us the weat Chriſtians, if forme of 
them will allow us ſo much ; for otherwiſe if —_—__ 
not take us for the weaker and worſe Chriſtians ; Why 
do they ſeparate from us? Why do they aflociate and 
combine together into diſtint cgations, as be- 
, more ſclet Chriſtians t others? Now 


he as theſe may be in truth very weak, 
of litle or goodneſs, notwithſtanding this 
conceir of & es and their party, yet theſe are 
not by any means to plead for indulgence under that 
Charater,nor to expe we ſhould forgo our juſt Liber- 
ty to pleate and humour them. 

And that this is nothing bur the plain truth is ſuf- 
CORE from this one obſervation, that many 
amongſt them will grd#t our Reformation to have 
been very excellent and laudable for thoſe days of 
Darkneſs and Ignorance wherein it was firſt made : 
Burt we now, & they, fee by a clearer light, have 

er know and have arrived to higher per- 
Eaion, and fo diſcover and cannot bear thoſe faults 
and detets, which before were tolerable. Now who 
doth not ſee that theſe two pleas are utterly inconſiſtent 
and deſtiruftive of one another? to deſire abatemenc 
of the Ceremonies, and abolition or alteration of the 
Liturgy in complyance —_— 7 and to de- 
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mand the ſame becauſe of the greater knowledg-and 
light they now enjoy, above that Age wherein thus 
ſent Conſtitution of our Church was eſtabliſhed. This 
ſhews they will be cither weat or frong according as 
it beſt ſutes with the Argument they are managing 4- 
gainſt us; they are contented to be reckoned as week, 
only that on it they may ground a plauſible obx&tion 
againſt us. 

3 Thoſe who are really weat, that is, Ignorant and 
injudicious, are to be born withal only for a time, till 
they have received better inſtruction. We cannot be 
always Babes in Chriſt, without our own groſs fault 
and neglect ; he is fomerhing worle than a week man 
who is fond of, and reſolutely againſt all means of Con- 
viction perſiſts in hus1 e and miſtake. The caſe 
of young beginners and Novices is very pittiable, who 
have not been taught their leſſon, but the ſame conde- 
ſcenſion is not duc to thoſe, who are ever /earning 
and yet are never able to come to the tnowledy of the 
irath, not for want of capacity to underſtand, but for 
want of humility and willingneſs to be inſtructed. Such 
who are pecviſh and ſtubborn, whoſe Ignorance and 
Error is Voluntary and atieQted, who will not yield 
to the cleareſt reaſon, if it be againſt their intereſt or 
their party, can upon no acQ@Knt claim the priviledges 
of weat perions. 

It is a great piece of inhumanity and cruelty ro put 
a ſtumbling-block in the way of a blind man, but he 
walks at his own peril, who hath eyes and will not 
be perſuaded. to them , that he might ſee and 
chooſe his way. Thus our Saviour anſwered his Diſ- 
ciples when they told him that the Phariſees were of- 
fended at his Dotirine, Let them alone, they be blind 
leaders 9 the blind, And if the blind lead the blind, 
both ſhall fall into the Ditch, St. Matt. 15. 14 They 

were 
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were reſolved 'not to be fatisfred with any thing 
our Saviour faid or did, they watched for an ad- 
va and fought occaſion againſt him. Tt was 
their Malice, not their Ignorance, that made them 6 
apt to be offended. Ot theſe therefore our Saviour 
had no regard, who were ſo unrezſonable and obſti- 
nate in their oppoſition. 

Not that I would be fo uncharitable as to condemn 
all,or the generality of our Nonconforming Brethren for 
malicious and wiltul in their diſlene from us. God 
forbid that I ſhould paſs ſuch an unmerciful ſentence on 
ſo many \ as I believe) well meaning, tho miſerably 
abuſed perſons, to their own Maſter they ſtand or fall: 
But however, 

t. I would out of charity ro them beg carneſlly of 
them, that they would thorowly examine whether 
they have Conſcientioufly uſed all die mens in their 

wer tor intormation of their judgments concerning 
thoſe things they doubr of ; whether they have ſincere- 
ly endeavoured to fatisfie themfelves, and have de- 
voutly Pray'd ro God to free their minds from all pre- 
jadices and corrupt affeftions, and have patiently con- 
ſidered the grounds and reaſons of therr Separation 
from us; tor unleſs It be thus really with them, their 
weatnueſs 1s no more to be piried, than that mans Sick- 
nels, who might be cured by an caſie remedy it he 
would bur vouchſate ro apply it, or would ſubmit to 
good Counſel. 

2. I muſt ſay that old and inveterate miſtakes, that 
have been a thouland times anlwered and proteſted 
againſt, are not mach to be heeded by us. It peo- 
ple will by no means be prevailed upon,” having ſut- 
ficient” light and time allowed them, to lay afide 
their Chuldilh apprehenſions and ſuſpicions, they can 


hardly be thought to deſerve that compaſſion and tens 
dernels . 
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derneſs St. Paxl preferibes towards week Bretbres. 1 
hall give one plain inſtagvce. Let us ſuppoſe that ar 
the firſt Reformation of Religion amongſt us ſome 
very weak ( and ſuch they muſt be it honeſt were 
offended at the Church's requiring Kneeling at the 
receiving the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, as ſeem» 
ing to them to imply the-adoration of the Bread and 
Wine, and as likely to harden ſome Ignorant le 
in that monſtrous conceit of Tranſubſtanriation : 
now aſter ſo many publick Declarations made by our 
Church, wherein ſhe avows that no ſuch thing is 
intended , after the conſtant profeſſion of ſo many , 
that have uſed that decent Ceremony, that they abhor 
the Doftrine of Chriſts bodily preſence, nay atter the 
ious ſufferings, even death it felf, of thoſe that 

firſt Eſtabliſhed this Reformation , rather than ny 
won worſhip the Feſt ; — ſha 

ill clamour againſt this re as Popilh, and be of- 
tended with thoſe that ei thereby they gave di- 
vine honour to the Elements, all that 1 hall fay is this, 
it is a great ſign that it is not infirmity only, re which 
condeſcenſion 1s due, but  mn—_—_ worſe that raiſcth 
and maintaineth ſuch exceptions and effexces. 

This I ſuppoſe holds crue even in things where the 
effence ariſeth trom their doubtful or ſuſpicious nature, 
that are capable of being miſunderſtood and abuſed, 
and may be apt through miſtake to provoke or tempe 
others to evil. Yer it there be no moralevil in them, 
and the doing of them is of ſome confiderable conſc- 
_= or advantage to me, I am bound to forbear 
them no longer, than till I have taken due care to in- 
form others rightly of the matter, and warn chem 
of the danger, till have endeavoured to reQtific their 
judgments concerning the innocency of my ation 

intention, and given them notice of the evil that 
might 
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mi my a&wn happen to chem. If I 
dig a pit, or z block in rhe way, whereby others 
not knowing any timg of it are hurt and wounded, 
here | ſtand chargeable with it, and am guilty in cau- 
fing them to fall ; bur if they are plainly and often told 
of it, and yy FR yer will run into the dan- 
per, they are ther only ro thank themlelves, and it is 
purely their own tault. 'Now if it be thus in caſes that 
arc liable ro ſuſpicion and mifinterpreration, it holds 
much more in our Ceremonies and the orders of our 
Church, where the offence rhat is raken at them ariſeth 
not ſo muchtrom rhe narure of the injuntians, as from 
mens grofs Ignorance, mifconceit or proghock Thus 
men are no longer weat in Scripture ſenſe,than they are 
inculpably Ignoraat,or which is all one,thePlea of weat- 
weſs is gone, aſter that fafficient inſtruftion hath been 
given or offered to them, and orher allowances made 
according to mens different cities of underſtand- 
ing. This ſhall ſuffice for the firſt rhing propounded, 
to ſhew what is thetrue notion of a weat Brother. 

2 I proceed to give you an account what it is to 
_ fuch an one. Becauſe I write tor the uſe of the 

'ommon people only, I ſhall not trouble chem with 
the ſeveral ſigmfications of the Greet word which is 
Tranſlated Scandal or offence , nor diſtintly conſi- 
der the feveral places pxyyr » where it is uted, only 
ſo far as plainly to ſhew, Firſt, that people are gene- 
ralty hr? yrons in rhe ſenſe rhey have of it. Secondly, 
What it is truly to offend or give offence, 

r. That people arc generally miſtaken about the 
ſenſe of offending or giving offence. For by it they 
commonly underſtand diſpleating or grieving another, 
and making him angry with chem, and ſo conſequently 
they think themſelves in Conſcience bound to torbear 
all thoſe things, which godly perſons do not like or 

approve 
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"opprove of, or, is contrary to their-faacy and judgment, 
Tt 15 notorious, that wall of the ordinary fort of , Dif 
ſemters, Who aſlign this as the reaſon of their,nor con- 
forming 80 the Eſtabliſhed Laws of the Church, be- 
cauſe by doing ſo they ſhall effexd their Brethren, mean 
nothing clic by it, but that they ſhall fall into dif- 
grace with, incur the diſpleaſure, and provokethe an- 
ger of thoſe, with whom they have held Communion 
tor a long time in religious exerciſes. They, good 
men, will be mightily troubled and vexcd to ſee or 
hear ſuch a fad thing, and this is taken by many a- 
mongſt them-for an heinous. crime, cven the = 
which St, Pasl calls Scandalizing a weat Brother, to 
do any thing which may chance to put any of their 
Godly Brethren out of humour. 

The occaſion of this falſe apprehenſion is in all 
likelyhood the Ambiguity, of our Exg/iſb word offend, 
which is uſed in the Tranſlation of our Bibles. In 
our Language it ſignifies to diſpleaſe, or to do ſome- 
thing whic another diſlikes ; but the Greet word, 
which is ſo rendered, ſignifies to lay a ſtumbling block 
in che way of another, which cauſes him to'tall, or 
to eninare and deccive him into ſomething that is evil, 
ns I ſhall ſhew more largely preſently. We muſtnor 
therefore interpret the places of Scripture, where of- 
fend or offence are found, by the common unportance 
of the words amongſt us, but by the undoubted figni- 
fication of the Original word, which all learned men 
agree to have qu.tc another ſenſe. 

It muſt not be concealed that there is one place in 
the famous ſourtcenth chapter of the Romans that 
feems to favour this popular conceit v. 15. If thy Bro- 
ther be grieved with thy meat, now walkeſt thou nor 
charitabh, and it is the only one I know of that ſounds 
this way, but ſurcly it is more reaſonable, that this 

one 
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one verſe ſhould be interpreted by all the other places 
of Scripture about this matter, than all che -reſt ex- 
plained agreedbly ro this fingle verſe. Nay it ſafhici- 
ently —_ that by grieving our Brother, is not 
meant diſpleaſing him, or making him ſorry or ſad, 
but wounding or hurting him, and fo it is uſed to 
denote, that which cauſes griet or ſorrow. For in the 
very next words it follows, deſtroy not him with thy 
meat for whom Chriſt died; and what is here expreſſed 
by grieving is v. 13. called, parting a flumbling-block 
or an occaſion fab, and v.21. it is good neither to cat 
Fleſh, nor drink Wine, nor any thing whereby thy Bro- 
ther flumbleth, or u offended , or is made weat; all 
which ſignifi the ſame with being grieved. To be 
offended or grieved is.not to be troubled at what ano- 
ther hath our of pity and concern for his Soul, 
but to receive hurt our ſelves from it, being by it 
drawn or deceived into ſome fin, and our own fall 
occaſioned by what our Brother hath done, is that 
which creates the griet and trouble. Bur becauſe this 
miſtake doth ſo generally prevail amongſt many, as I 
hope, well diſpoſed people, who think that they muſt 
not do any thing, at which good men are di pleaſed 
or grieved, I ſhall offer theſe tew things to their con- 
ſideration. 

t. That thus to cenſure and condemn the aCtions, 
and to be diſpleaſed and angry with the perſons of 
thoſe that differ from them, or refuſe any longer to 
joyn with them in their Separate C arions, Is 
a great inſtance of peeviſhneſs and uncharitableneſs, 
and is that very fin which St. Paz! often warns his 
weak believers againſt, viz. that they hould nor raſh- 
ly judge thoſe who knew their duty, and underſtood 
cheie Chriſtian liberty better rhan themſelves. This 
ſeems to be the ſame with thatArgument the Papiſts uſe 
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to perſwade men into, or to them in their Com- 
munion, as the ſafeſt way to Heaven ; fince they fo 
confidently damn all Men, whom, tho never {© un; 
juſtly, they thruſt out of their Church. Becauſe ſome 
of our Difenting Brethren are (o troward and unmer- 
ciful in their cenſures, and fo fond of their own way, 
as to brand all that return to the Church with x 4 
infamous names of 927"; Time-ſervers, Men that 
have made Shipwrack of Faith and a goor Conſcience, 
and have forſaken Chriſt for fear of Perſecution, and 
the like, therefore all thoſe, who are convinced of the 
lawſulneſs of Conformity, yet ſtill ro continue 
with them in their op—_— they prneen and 
irritate their anger and diſpleaſure againit ther; and 
thus any company of men, that ſhall joyn together 
and reſolve to quarrel with all that Go not as they do, 
or that ſhall leave their ſociety, muſt oblige all for 
ever to remain. with them, for fear of giving them 
offence. If what I do is not evil in it ſelf, it cannot 
become ſuch, becauſe another Maa is cauſeleſly angry 
with me for doing of it. Let but thoſe, who Sepa- 
rate from us, mortific all pride and 6verweening opi- 
nion of themſelves, and their own way, let them lay 
aſide all Zeal of parties and little fingularities, and 
learn to judge righteouſly and ſoberly of themſelves 
and others, and rhen the cauſe of all this efexce will 
be ſoon removed. 

2. they that pretend that this fear cf offending, that 
is, diſpleaſing their weak Brethren hinders their com» 
plyance with the Church, ought ſeriouſly to examine 
pane 1.4 eaten it 15 not oy only the care of their 
credit, 4 tion. with their party , that 
them from Coney They arc k $0 wee 
ſhare they have in the affections of ſo many, or to 


fink in that cſtimation they have ——_ 
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SanQity , by joyning with the firifteſt and” pureſt 
Chriſtians. For undoubtedly Mens reputation amongſt 
a party is a very great gemptation to detain them 1n 
Error, and is & mughty prejudice torheir underſtend- 
ing 4nd receiving the truth,or the doing of their Dury, 
when will expoſe them to reproach and opprobrious 
nicknames. Thus our Saviour faid of the Yws John 
5. 44, How can ye believe, who receive honour one 0 
anethet, and feet not the honour that cometh from God? 

Whea therefore Men tell us, it will be 4 Scandalous 
thing for them now to conform, they often mean no« 
thing elſe by ut, but that it will be unhandfom, and 
a diſgraceful thing for them to change their mind, and 
conte(s their miſtake, and retraQt what they have fo 
long, and fo Zealouſly defended. Or elſe let them look 
well, that it is not ſome palrry ſecular intereſt, that 
lies at the bottom, they dare not Offend their weak 
Brethren, that is ; they are afraid they ſhall loſe their 
trade, they ſhall difoblige many of their good 
cuſtomers, they get their livelyhood by ſuch a Con- 
gregation, and therefore they muſt continue of it. Bur 
this is truly to become the ſervants of Men, ſuch as 
theſe are the moſt rank Men-pleafers, and therefore 
it is good advice of Mr. Baxter i» bis Cure of Charch 
drvidees » Þ+ 141. Pleaſe men in all things lawful for 
their good and Edification ; and become all things to all 
men in @& lawful way : But depart not from the principles 
or prattice of Chriſtian Union, Communion , Charit 
or Sobriety, to pleaſe a dividing bet brain d Party, 
wer ts eſcape their ſharpeſt cenſures. 

3. It to diſpleaſe our weat Brother were the ſinful 


me him, condemned by St. Pa«/, it would 
ould be: 
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endleſs lexitics and difticulries, ſo that we 
Kould not be abs o do any thing, tho never ſo in 
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wills and paſſions of their weat Brethrex. 
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diflerent, with's quiet and well aſſured mind, ſince 45 
the World now- is, ſome one or other will in this ſenſe 
be Scandalized at it. By doing we ſhall anger ſome 
by forbearing we ſhall provoke others ; and ſince tho 

who call themſelves weak, are divided and ſhatter'd into 
ſeveral Sets and FaQtions, cach condemning all-rhe o- 
ther, it is impoſſible for us to comply with any one of 
them, but we ſhall thereby diſplcaic all the reſt. He there- 
fore,that would with a good cience perform his da- 


© ty, in whatever place he lives, or relation he ſands in, 


muſt diſpleaſe both good and bad Men,as things now are 
amongſt us. /t is a very ſmall thing, as St. Paul tells 
us, to be judged of Men, when they pals their unwar- 
rantable cenfures u us, and ouractions ; and they, 
who govern themſelves by the opinions and fancies of 
others, can never tell whither they ſhall be led by 
this principle. They are ſlaves ro the Party they e(- 
ma 4 and muſt run with them into all che Folly and 
Extravagance they can be guilty of ; or it at laſf they 
are forced to leave them, t ſhall in the end be more 
hated and deſpiſed by them, than if they had never hu- 
moured them at all. 

4. I add only, that according to this Rule, that we 
mult not do any thing which may diſpleaſe or grieve 
our weak Brethren, we do in effect ſubmit our Judg- 


* ments and Conſciences to thecondut of the moſt ig- 


norant amd injudicious Chriſtians, and yield ro them 
that Power and Authority over us, which we deny to 
the Magiſtrate and our Lawful Superiours ; and it can- 
not but ſeem a very hard caſe, they who are fo 
tender of their iltan liberty , and think it fo | 
highly infringed and violated by the determinations 
of their Superiours about indiforent matters, ſhould 
yet ſuffer themſelves to be thus ſtraicly tied up by the * 
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were ſo, ſaith Mr. Baxeer, F: t 74; of 'the forenamed 
Book, the moſt Childifh and Womaniſh fort of Chrifti- 
ans, who bave the weateff judgments, and the ſtrongeſt 
wills and paſrons muſt rple all the World ; for thefe are 
bardlieft pleaſed, and no man moſt diſpleaſe them, What- 
vrerconbeaton therefore may be due to rhe weat 

and Ignorant}, yet it was never intended that they 
ſhould govern the wiſer, and betrer inſtructed Chriftt- 
ans in I theit actions ; 2nd who can Govern more Ab- 
folutely, than they whoſe wills muſt never be croſſed, 
and whom none muſt difpleaſe ? From all this con- 
clude, that this cannot be the ſenſe of Scandalrzin 
or- giving Offence; viz. doing of ſomething , which 
another takes ill,” or is angry with us for it. 

2. I am now inthe Second place to ſhew, what is 
the true meaning of Offending or Scandalizing in 
Scripture. The Greek word which we Tranflate 
Weandal or Offence fignifies either a Trap and Snare, 
or elſe more commonly ſomething laid in the way ot 
another, which occaſions his ſtumbling or falling , by 
which he is bruiſed and hurt, and fo conſequently , 
whatever it was that hindred Men from becoming 
Chriſts Difciples, or diſcouraged them in” their new 
Profeſhon, or tempted them to forfake that Faith th 
had lately embraced, is called a Scandal or Offence. % 
is ſometimes rendred an occafton to fall as Rom: 14. 13, 

= 2. 10. 4 Hambling- lock, 
Revel 2. 14. or « thing that doth Offend, as St. Marr. 
13- 41. In all which places there is the ſame Original 
word. 


Hence to Offend or Scandalize any one, as it is com- 


;monly uſed in the New Teſtament, is to do fome- 
;thing, which tends to eſtrange or fright Men from 
the Chriſtian Proteſſion, to beget in them hard and un- 
worthy thoughts of it, or is apt, when they are con- 
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verted, to turn" hem from j 
of their chonge Of wa, give ſome: ſew in» 
ſtances out of the diſcourkes of our Saviour and his 
Apoilles. . 

Thus our Bleſſed Lard, St. Marth. v7.27. is faid to 
have paid tribute, Jeſt he ſhould Offend or Scandalize 
the Jews. This was more than be was bound to; for 
he tells us, the Children are free. But hedid it, that 
he might not give any on to his Enemies to re- 

reſent him to the People , as a contemaer of theur 
w,aor an Enemy to Ceſar, (according as you un- 
derſtand that Tribute to be paid cither to the Romans 
or the Temple) and ſo prejudice thea againſt his Per- 
ſon and ine. Thus our Saviours own Country- 
men, who were acquainted with his Father, and Mo- 
ther, and Kindred, who knew the meanneſs of his 
Birth and Education, Mart 6. 3. were Offended or 
Scandalized at him. They were aſtoniſhed at the 
great things he did, and the greater things he fpoke, 
and w in all probability have believed oa him, 
had they not known his mean Original and employ- 
ment. Ut not this the Carpenter, the Sou of 1 
&c. Aſter the ame manner, when our Lord, St. J 
6. 61, had diſcourſed of cating the Fleſb of the Son of 
Man, they that heard him, taking it in a grots carnal 
ſenſe, were Offended or Scandalized at hum. They 
began to doubt of his being a true Prophet, or the 
Meſſiah, who would teach his Diſciples to rura Can» 
nibals. 

Thus again our Saviour, betore the night in which 
he was betrayed rold his Diſciples, St. Afazr. 26. 31. 
all of ye ſeal be Offended or Scandalized , becauſe of 
me this Night ; that is, thall fly away and fhametully 
forſake me, when you behold my hard uſage, and 
diſmal ſuffcrings. Chrifi Cracified, 1 Car. 1. 23. 
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to the Jews wat a Scandal or fumbling-block ; that i 
they bad fet ther minds and hearts on « tem 
earthly King, nnd expedted to be freed from the Ro- 
man Yoke, and to be reſtored to their former Domini- 
ons and greatneſs, as the effect of the coming of their 
Mefliah, and therefore could not be perſuaded ro own 
him for their Prince, and Saviour, and the Son of God, 
who was put to fuch a Curſed and Ignominious death. 
In the ſame fenſe they who heard the Word of God, Mark 
4. 17. and received it with gladueſs, but baving no root 
in themſelves, when Afflittion or Perſecution aroſe for 
the Wards ſate, mere preſently offended or Scandalized ; 
that is, were ready to leave and renounce that Profel- 
lion, that was likely to colt chem ſo dear. 

Aſter the publiſh.ng of the Goſpel by the Apoſtles, 
that which moſt flumbled the Jewiſh Converts, was 
the canger Meoſer's Law and their Temple Worſhip, 
and che tingulac preeminenees of the Secd of Abrabem, 
ſeemed to be in of being undermined by Chriſtianity. 
They were ſtrangely wedded to theirLegal obſervances, 
toad Fy. mane. and thoſe pecuhariries, which di- 
ſtinguiſhed rheir Nation from the reſt of mankind, they 
were jealous of any Dodtrine,that encroached upon their 
Priviledges, or tended to bring them down to the ſame 
level with the Uncircumciſed World. This mightily 
Offended them, and hardacd them again Chriſtignity g 
whereas on theother fide,the Gentile Converts with as 
much reaſon, were afraid of putting their Necks under 
ſo heavy a Yoke,or being brought into ſubjetionto the 
lewiſh Law , and there was no ſuch effeQual way to 
ſcare thera from Chriſtianity, as when -it came attended 
with the burden of the Moſaical Ceremonies ; which 
were an Offence to them ; that is, did diſcourage them 
from believing in Chriſt, or continuing in his Faith. 
Now to prevent the miſchicts, that might ariſe _ 

[4 


(24) | 
theſe diflerent- h- Chriſtian 
Proſclites, was the, ocrafion'of the meeting of ther 
firſt Council at Jerw/alem; inentioned Afr ry. and of 
thoſe, direQtions which St. Pax gives Rom. 14. con- 
cerning our behaviour towards weat Brethren, 

Another caſe there was concerning cating of thingy 
offered to Idols, of which St. Pas! diſc h in hs 
firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, chap. $. and 10. the 
ſam of which ſeems to be rhis, that the ſtronger and 
wiſer Chriſtians ought to abſtain from cating what 
had been offered to Idols, tho as ordinary meat, in 
the of any one, who with Conſcience of the 
Idol, did cat it as @ thing offered to an Idol. For ſuch 
there were in the Church of Corinth fo weak, as not 
yet to havequite left off their Idolatrous Worſhip, and 
a Chriſtians cating what had been Offered in Sacri- 
fice before ſuch an one might ſerve to harden, and 
confirm him in his Error, whoſe Conſcience- being 
weak is defiled. Ot whoſe Sonal St. Pa! profeſſed 
himſclt ro have ſo great regard, that he would cat »o 
fach meat as long as the World laſted, rather than lay 
ſuch a ftumbling-block before, or wound their weat 
Conſciences. In all theſe places and many more that 
might be named ( for the tuller explication of which 
1 refer youro interpreters, and thoſe that have writren 
largely on this ſubje&) no leſs-than Apoſtacy from 
the Chriſtian Faith was the fin, into which theſe weet 
Chriſtiats were ſo apt to fall, and by an undue uſe of 
our Liberty to give occaſion to'anothers forſaking the 
Chriſtian R ; _ Ard: Saviour loſeth a 
Diſciple, and the Soul of our periſherh, is rhe 
—_— Offending, or giving Scandal. 

| ſhall mention but one place more, which is Revel. 
2. 14. Where Balaam is laid to have taught Balac, 
to caſt a fluwbling-block or Scandal before the Children 


of 
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of Iracl which relates this inticing them by theDauo's. 
ters of Moab to Fornication and Idolatry, and by that 
means provoking God againſt them. So that in tlic 
maſt general ſenicrs Seardallte br Offend any one, is, 
to give occaſion ro his fin, and contequently his ruin 

undoing x: and this Þ ſuppoſe will be granted by all, 
that do not receive their. opinions from the meer ſound 
of words. Hence I ſhall conclude theſe few things. 

:. The berter Men are; the harder it is to Scandalize 
them : Thoſe are nor 'fuch Godly perſons , as they 
would be thought, who are fo ready at all turns to 
be Offeaded; for how can they be reckon'd to excel 
others - in. knowledg or .goodneſs, who are fo eaſily 

every” occaſion drawn or' tempted to fin ? Thus 
Mr. Baxter himfelt tells the tiſls in his Care of 
Church Divifess. Uſually, faith he, men talk moſt 
againſt Scandalizing thoſe, 'whom they account to be the 
beſt, and the beſt are leaft in danger of fiuning ; and 
fo they accuſe them to be the worſfs, or elſe they know not 
what they jay ; for ſuppoſe a Separatiſt ſhould ſay, if 
you bold Communion with any Pariſh Miniſter or Charch 
in England, it will be a Scandal to many good people : 
1 would att fach an one, Why call you thoſe good people 
that are cafily draws to fin againſt God } Nay, that will 


* fin becauſe I do my duty: Therefore if you know what you 


ſay, you mate the Separatiſts almoſt the worſt of men, 
that will fon agninſt God, becauſe another will not fon. 
The great thing our Nonconformiſts pretend unto 
above other men, 1s tenderneſs of Conſcience, by 
which they muſt mean, it they mean any Vertue by 
it, a great fear of doing any thing that is evi! ; and 
this, where it is in truth, is the beſt ſecurity that can 
be deviſed againſt being Scandalized or Offender, oy 
what other Men do ; that is, againſt being drawn into 
ſin by ir. Sothar they do really diſparags and ſevere. 
E 


ly 
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ly refleft upon the Difſeaters , who ure thus afraid 
of giving them Offtace, us I have explained ir. 

2. No man can with fenke fay of hrmfelt, that he 
ſhall be Scaxda/izrd at what another man docs ; for 
it is as muck as to lay, that by fuch-z perſon and afti- 
on, he ſhall be led ingo fre ignrwrancly,” andbis faying 
this coniutes his ignorance : If be it to be a 
fin, he is not betrayed into it, nor doth SEEIY 
through ignozzace a0d-miſtake (which s caſe 'ol 
thoſe that are Scoudalized)) bur wiltnily commas ir. 
This a great Biſhop co with the ithnebs of 
a lt Child, ar erm get camtaſd] to pro- 
rounce the word he hath oo mind to,rells you he cannoe 

hat word,ae the fame time naming the word 
hc pur ur pony en Such Nobatenk ir 1s for a 
maa to torbad me doing any thi n it will 
be a Scandal to him, —__ yon greed. b miſtake talb 
into ſome ſin, wheo-by this it is plein,thar he knows of 
it betorchand, and fo may , and ought to avoid the 
ſtumbling-block that is taid before him, and the danger 
that he is expoled unto. Sercly faith Solomer, Prov.r. 
17. in vein is the Net ſpread in the fight of any Bird. 

It ro Offend or Scandaiizee, any one is to tempt and 
draw him into fome fin, whereby tus Confcience is 
wounded,there then can be no fear of giving Offence by * 
our Conformity to the orders and uſages of ourChurch, 
becauſe there is nothing appointed by or uſed in it, bur 
what may be complyed withal withour ſin : For this, 
as I belore obſerved, is ſuppoſed in ghe Queſtion I at 
firſt propounded to diſcouric of ; that he, who abſcented 
tram his Pariſh Church for ſcar of Offending bis weak 
Rrethren, was convinced in his own mand of the law- . 
tuloels of all that is enjoyn'd ; and therefore by his 
own Contormity, he can anly engage others to do as 
he hath done, which as long as he us perfwaded to be 

lawtul, 


( #7 ) 

lawful, 1do not fee Wow he can be afraid of Scandalir- 
ing ochersy by it, of —_— to fin 'by his Exan- 
ple, unleſs he will im Brethren, not fo weaſ, 
| = fo wicked, as to Worſhip the Het, beraaſe he 
Kaeels at recewing of the Sacrament, and to adore rhe 
Croſs becauſe he $ at the Name of Jefus, or that 
will renounce all Rehgion becanfe he hath 
bar Fo thar ways of Separation : Thais cannot bur 
prove a vain excuſe for me to forbear doing that, in 
which there is really no evil, teft by the Authority of 
my example 1 make others fin in doing the ſame iq- 
nocent ation ; which in this.cife is fo tar from being 
to be feared, chat if b my example I prevail with 0- 
thers to return into the Commumon ot our Church, 
they are not thereby «rt all Sraxdalized, bur | have 

done them « moſt ſignal kitidnefs and benefir. 

If it be faid, chat tho what T.do is init ſelf lawful, 
yet it may miniſter occaſion or provocation to others 
to do ſorneth, elſe that is unlawful, and fo I become 
truly guilty of giving Offexce; 1 Anſwer, that we are 
accountable only for the nature! tendencies, or probable 
lefts of our ations, which may be caffly foreſeen 
and prevented. Remote probabihres and concingencies 
and bare poſſibilities come nor into reckoning , nar 
are they at all to be . Vin every ation 
I am bound to confider w a wicked 
1enſual Man, Sas Cake v2 rake, and 

might poffibly hints draw to en- 
folly, orexcaſe himfſclf from 
gion, this would open 
atnd trodble, and 1 


gail wr, Now 
e c ow 
this being ravine 3 I dare ell ar From halfenge any Man 


to name any one fin cither againſt God, our Neighs 
of. E 2 bour, 


('28) 
bour , or our ſelves, that our Conformity doth give 
any real probable occaſion unto z. and it is very un- 
charitable ro conceit, that our Nonconforming Bre- 
threa will out of meer perveriencls, or ſpite and rc- 
venge run into fin, on purpoſe to make our leaving 
them criminal and vicious ; which it any ſhould be 


ſo wicked as to do, yet they would loſe the deſign ol 


their malice, and prove the only guilty perſons t 
ſelves. 

The only thing 1 imagine can be further ſaid in this 
caſe is, that tho 1 am well ſatisfied my ſelf, yer by my 
Conformity 1,may tempt and provoke others that are 
hot ſatisfied concerning tbe lawtulnels of it, nay thoſe 
who judge it abſolutely ſinful, yet rather than ſtand 
out, or being moved by the | inion they have of my 
Gang Wiſdom, to follow my example with a 


inc-at; dry ere Mag ag .Suppoſe a Malter of 


uſed to frequent the private Meetings, and 
his Wk and Children a and Servants uſed to follow _ 
thither ; but afterwards,by reading of ſuch 
as have been lately written, is himiclf -— won 
the lawfulnels of going to Cited, and at i la 


thenks it his duty fo to do =y he is aſraid that 
_} reſt of his Famil " pleaſe humour hum, will 


be apt alſo to torſa 45 ate Meetings, 
along with him to Church, t 


their jadgment, and Conſcience: akogaler agua 


and go 


tion, by whoſe example many are 
Tho himielf doch conform upon 
ciples, yet bis example may ME  edrmaks, 

oye R, have received oo atisfation CONE ng, the 
lawfulneſs of It. 


(29) 

Now here F defire theſe three things may be con- 
ixdered. 

1. lt is certain that it is as unlawful to go to the Se- 
parate Meetings againſt ones Conſcience, as it 1s to 
20-'to the publick Church againſt ones Conſcience, 
Whv then oughtnot this man to be as afraid, when he 
icaves his Pariſh-Church and ftrequeors” the private 
Congregation, leſt he ſhouki draw tome to tollow him 
thither with adoubring Conſcience ; as well as he tears, 
it he leaves the. Meetings and reforts to his Pariſh- 
Church, ſome not ſatisfied concerning the lawtulneſs 
ot it, ſhould come after him thither ? The influence 
of his Example, intereſt, repuration, is the ſame in 
both inſtances; the danger of giving this Scandal is 
equal; that therefore which ought to determine his 
practice maſt be his own Judgment and perſuaſion. 

z. Such an one, who hath been a Separatiſt, but 
is now himſelt ſatisfied of the lawfulneſs of Confor- 
mity ; ought to take great care and pains in endea- 
vouring to ſatisfic others alſo, eſpecially thoſe, whom 


! he hath any cauſe ro think to have been led into the 
| ways of Separation by his example : He muſt not be 


aſhamed to own his former miſtake, ro fer before 


' them the reaſons on which his change is grounded, 


and muſt do this publickly and frequently, perſuad- 


ing others to uſe the ſame helps and means, which 
' were fo efictual for his own conviction. And thus 


he doth all that lieth in his power to prevent this ill 


efiet, and ſhall not vbe further anſwerable for the 


(O—_—_ what he doth. 
| - 3. Itlis truly obſerved by ſome, that conſidering 


' the known temper of the Nowconformifts, it is not very 
likely any ſuch miſchief ſhould enſue, viz. that by the 
example of one or more leaving their Separate Allem- 
blics, others ſhould be moved to fallow them _ 


( 30 ) 
their own ] and Conſcience. It is abundetit- 
ly notorious how they have uſed to treat thoſe that 
have deſerted them ; with what irreconcikeable comi- 
of ny y have proſecuted them, __ upon them as 
cir worlt Enemies, paſling more grievous cenſures 
upon them than upon thoke who have all their lives 
long — in our Communion. 
occed in the laſt place to obſerve trom what 
| ts iſcourſed concerning giving Offence, that if to 
Offend any one, be to lead him into fin, then water 
Scandalize and give Offence to others, as foon 
ſing them and c with them, as by diple 
re and going co totheir mind and | dglxting 
St. Pas/, who Circumciled Timetby, Atts 16. 3. 
in favour of the weak Jews that he mught infinuate and 
ingratiate hiumiclt into them, retuſed ro Carcumciſe 
Titas, Galat. 2. 3. tho he made the Jews by it, 
yet he would nor give place by ſubjettzon, or oa 
and condeſcenſion to them, as wer for an boar : 
conſidered the different ſtates and conditions of the 
perſons he had to deal withal. He complyed to Cir- 
cumcile 7 mot by, leſt all the Jews vicar uld have 
forſaken the Chriſtian Faith, and for the ſame reaſon be 
denied to Circumciſe 7irzs, leſt thoſe of Jeraſalem 
ſhould think he was of opinion, that the Jewiſh Law 
held till in force, and fo the Crofs of Chriit ſhould 
become of no ctiect to them. He pleaiad indorr] rhe 
tormer for fear of driving them trom Chriſtianity, 
and for the ſame reaſon he diſpicated the latter , beſt 
he ſhould give them occaſion to think the otlervariee 
of Mojes's Law always neceſary. He had '\irraly 
Srandalized tlemul he had done as they wontd have 
had him : He had Offeaded them an the erac Scraprare 
ſeals, it he had plcated and humoured them x5 and ris 
is the malt ordinary wey of Scaadalizomg Claritin gs e- 
moagſt 


(m7) 


 nhy nd wr telling Men of their faults and 
miſtakes, by nor ſpeaking freely and roundly ro thera, 
nor aQting couragiouſly, whereby they become hardned 
and rmed in their lolly and ignorance, | 

To this purpoſe I cannot but the words of 
Mr. Baxter in the Book | have fo often cited ; Many & 
the, faith he, I have the rather gone to the Common» 
Prayers of the publick Aſſemblies for fear of being a 
Scandal to thoſe [ame men that called the going to them 
# Scandal : that is, for fear of bardning them in a finſel 
Separation and Error; becauſe I tntw that was not 
Scandal which they called Scandal; that is, diſpleating 
them, and crofiing their opinions; but harduing them in 
an Error or dther fin, is true Scandalizing. Vnderfland 
this, or you will diſpleaſe God under pretence of aveiding 
Seandal, p. 135- 

Thus by complying with our Diſkenting Brethren 
we realty do them that miſchief which we would a+ 
void, and fall into the fin of giving Scandal, whileſt 
we are running from it ; We countenance and encou- 
rage their fintul Separation and Diviſion ; we con- 
firm them in their dangerous Errors and Miſtakes ; 
we by our pratice condemn thoſe things, which yer 
in our Conſciences we allow and approve of, and by 
our Authority and influence harden others in their uns 
reaſonable prejudices and oppoſition againſt rhe lawful 
Commands of their Superiours. "They think us of 
the fame mind with themſelves, whilſt we do the ſame 
things, and that we judge as iIt of the Church of Zag- 
land, as as we refule to Communicate with it, as 
themfelves do; and thus we give occaſion to their ſin, 
and thoſe infinite miſchiefs which have happened both 
tro Church and State, upon the account of our Keli- 
gious difpures and diviſions ; which __ ought to be 
welkbought of and conſidered by a fort of Men amongſt 
us, 


\ 32 

vs, who ſball go to Church in the Morning,and tons Cons 
venticle in the Afternoon ; who halt berween both and 
would fain difpleaſe neither fide, but indeed give real 
Offence to both. - From all this I think it is plain, 
thas he, who 'is ſatisfied in 13 ov n mind of the, hw- 
fulneſs of Conformity, Vur is afraid of giving Offence 
by ir, if he be rrue to rhis principle, ought ro haſten 
the faſter to his Pariſh-Church, that he might not 
Offend thoſe very Diſſenters of whom he would ſeem 
to be fo tender; and thus I have done with, the S$6- 
cond thing I propounded to ſhew, what is meant by 
Offending or Scandalizing, 

2. It remaineth in the Third and Laſt place to en+ 
quire ; how far, and in what inſtances we are bound 
to" conſider the ignorance or wratne/; of our Bro. 
ther ? In Anfwer to this, that I may proceed with all 
the clearneſs I can, 1 ſhall now ſuppolce notwithſtand- 
ing all I have already faid, that our Diffexting Bre» 
thren are traly wrt perſons, and that there may be 
ſome danger of their being _—_ their own taulr 
Offended by our Conformity ; yet raking this for grant- 
ed, I ſhall plainly ſhew that he, who is in his own 
mind convinced of the lawfulneſs of coming to 
his Pariſh-Church, and uſing the Forms of Prayer and 
Ceremonies by Law appointed, ought not to forbear 
doing the ſame for tcar of giving fuch Offence to his 
weat Breihrex. There are many other tiungs to be 
conſidered in this Caſe, beſides this matter of private 
Scandal; and 11 there be greater evil in, and greater 
miſchief ro others, and a more publick Scaxdal doth 
follow our forbcaring Communiun with the Church 
and withdrawing into private Aſſemblies, than can hap» 
j en by our leaving them and returning to the Church, 
and complying with its orders, we ought then ro con- 
TM RoW chſtanding tc Offence that is imagined may 


be 


| Sar d# = . =>, 


Th ofthe Dy 4 


; ; —- rat C - 
a2 * 5 T9 


4 


La. 0 4 _ 
LY 


*l, - Gods Ca Mc 47 Ts Is | 
v5 T0 on IOC 


wa 4 avs 6 
gr ace mans Al; 
a W724 bp 


"E w 1.29 it _ ALITY 
Sher 1108 i AAS Wt; 


; ” 


. 


a0 E494 

renery $2} 0p EONS 

£64 : Lk .« i. 4 
- pe 


na 0 ry My " *L 4 £ »_ + . 


Edd o TY 


4 q : | _ - $4 
| nay - y #7 "i S. 
+ hat _ OT ſigion hc 


” Jn 4 peat 


. do rem 


. be. © M. - 
v1 2 har'o boy: viere on 
onn tle (when IT 


HR a Sp 


; Is « IT. a F 
IX A Charch's Me 408; 
dn wwtul, #5 = 
= of TY, windy b.8 
 —? Man con with ' 
| rm 3% 
$38 
T4 - 
may y of thy ere: 


—— koynn ey! 
OOCIND, urt © LIENS VL 
%Y xp” = ve. 
MACON! 4 IPD. Toad 

SELL C ' 4 TY AWY 
hy, , . þH ww, i C4. EEC 
| : eroured io. lopd W_ "CT = 
= FC AR azar "ph 
. dg the Feral hat x 0 


ls po Mu ren 


his. at i amads 


"BET 7 | 
"Treb. be nnem am. tes 


ij PLS 


i 


| 


J1 


UT 


- 
- 
. 


il 


, 
| 


q , 
; 
i 


= 


l 'E. : 
pity 
- W 1 : , , A. 
: - 


a 
-_ . ' . 
” - ” 
* d = - Led ©” ” 
M4 of | : 
| $4" 2% 1; 
” IS + 
: . " 
. 
bu 
- 
. . 


ad ddelianity of”! 
- : = SIRE 11194” fide I 
- » j , | . 
=: FPararam;, tongs Oe. 
w *4 = $3.7 3 a TH o m"_ _ 
Pap. IX Y TUYUIERITTIU. JORTITTYy 
- . 


wW 


' \ 
f v9141) pt 
IO... 


S3-EIICS - x an. in. a rode Ae a6 


| Man, otherwiſe obligatory, do not loſe their binding 


our voiding of Scandal : 

affirm,that we cannot be bound to x plain Law 
of God, or which isall one in this on, a lawful 
command of our Saperiours tor fear of ſome evil tha 


may by chance happen to ſome others through their 
own faulr; and we prove ir by this reaſon, which our 
Diſſenting Brethren muſt own for true and good, be- 
cauſe evgry one is bound to bave a greater care of bis own 
than others Salvation, and conſequently rather to-eveid 
fin in bimſelf, than to prevent it in bis Brethren, 

[f it be here asked, as it is by ſome, wherber any 
buman Authority can make that attion ceaſe to be Sean- 
dalow, which if done without any ſuch Command bad 
been criminal the account of the Scandal! that fol- 
lowed it, 1 Anſwer, that no Authority, whether di- 
vine or human , can ſecure that others ſhall not be 
Offended by what I do our of obedience to their Com- 
mands, bur then it doth free me from all guilt and 
blame , by making that ro become my duty to do, 
which if | had done needleſly withour any great rea- 
ſon, and my Brother had __— _—— 
ence w by it, might have been juſtly charged 
with uncharitablenets, or leſs according as the 
Scandal! was more or lefs probable to follow, 

This muſt be granted, that the Laws of God or 


force becauſe of ſome Scandal, yn nv 
pen from our Complyance with them, or elſe all Au- 
thorizy is A EATER HTN). 32-7 

is 


FETTE 


$ 


2) 


of Scandal is 4 main 

|= muk wa 

point, how far 1 ſhgh ſhew my charity towards my 

* Brothers Soul > then ſurely a iferin # bly Court 

creſt the determinations of the High Court of 

Mews: This Mr. Fees: urgeth alſo out of Ametas ; 
bat it-is eafely replyed, 

That here is no Croſſing the determinations of God, 
fince it is his expreſs will, thae in all lawful things we 
ſhould obey our Governours, and he who hath made 
this our duty, will ace lay to our chargethe miſchiels, 
that may imes without our through the 
folly and peeviſhaels of Men follow from it, and cer- 


$- 


381 


this 


Py 


-, 
7H 
The 


1 


t 


we can, 
one whats is 


XETg a 
derſon, to diſobey the PY 4 047, 
te prevent there oy tp rm raabren, 


thew it is lawful for me to do one man wrong to ds ane 
ther man 4 courte nickel or chav is 6 Longal for mace. 
red the Exchegaer to relieve an Hoſpital. | 
to that known faying of St. Auftin, Quu of gui dicat, 
ws habramns gued ibus , faciamus farta 
dioitibus i Whe i it, that jaith it u lawful tofttal from 
the rich, what we may beſtow on the poor + Or to refuſe 
to pay Taxes, on pretence that you know thole who 
have more need of your money 7 

To this Mr. Jeans. replies, Suppoſe, faich he, the 
rare of not giuing offence be in __ of our Brother 
but a debt of charity, ua regar Gt 2 hu 
debt, fance be b it as dat, we 
do bim org we dykey om: ee graat indeed, 
that both are required by God at our hands, that we 


ſhould be obedicnat to our Superiours, and that we 
= thould * 


Superiours only are to conſider the dan- 
Scindal ; we muſtconſider the duty we owe to 
Rem, this os = wo we + wo porn 


cur charity w the r 
x curly withou ri int nds er 


mp, in what caſe ſorver i wont toothr gr 
in that caſe and in that conjuntit ion of circum- 
Going we have nothing permitted to our choice, (and 
ly there is no place for any at of chanty ) 
and bave no Authority to remit of the right of Ged o - 
Reefs, ; and to comply with our Nodtbhers is 
04 that it cannot ſerve any per 4+ 4 
eclimes from Anty in any inflance, it #1 +4 
rome, Aims out of the portion of Orphans, or lailding 
bofateat with the Money and ſpoils of Sacrilege. 


4 It 


ys 


= 4 " rs or 
age no twat, of Rome 4.10 heproifed 

x t th bath determined ſo 

Thes St. Paul might have ſpared all hed 

forbearanct re reheat 18 weak | wer wat 

determined the hows in. debate, and./e uy _—_—_ 


Sc then CS TEES then 


A Rook 

ſeemeth a very. odd, wa of, py 
At RT RO 10 it 44, Ahat-ri8 0G. nad 
ah wenky ot iQ the laws, 


or in the determinatioas of Sugerigurs about ndeffereae 
things, but ogly thas one matter of Soandal-z; and 
the proje@ ir ſelf, ſhould it take, would. prove very 


vain end vnſueceſsfal. For thawe enaly-la wEare 
dound to comply with the Orders nad UMOBIcy 08 
the Church land, they {eu Of and ingo- 

«ca; ya we 


cent, and ſo ing no real 
x) en hedead x h bad de- 


dawn (oo all circumſtances 10 Apr nar the pothbly 
could, which would perhaps have been a yoke great- 
er,than that of the Ceremonial Law roche Jews ;nor if 
ſhe had ibed as many Ceremonies as the Church 
of Reme hath done, which maniteſtly rend to rhe dif- 
race and Scandal of our Chriſtian Religion; and as 
_—_ St. Paal took, rmined oy the pollen 
reaſons were determined by the A 
J=_r_— Gentile Converts ſhould ares 
rhings Fr angjes, and offered to.[dols,which decree,l -- 
ſuine, they mig Aly! > anpey or 
of their Brethren, who might take Offesce at ab- 


ltigence, and other things tor great reaſon were for « 
time 


about 
y, auhd 
te bout moars and 


i 


 dayr-orie wa ho had followed fo great an 
Authority, had , had” farely beeq 
free\from the firs of Socanda/; fhil the Scandal had 
not beon | hed been 
| anity ;. and that was reaſon” ſuffici Pau} did 


” - 


Z 


in en cot Ge 
5 tale” exre ' £6) free thofk that 
bs the DR alforo provide, 
| oceaſion; as is poſſible, may be given to 
any tobe S;andalined. E 


F 


offered by Mr. Teas; 


4 


- 


lewful, notwithſtanding the Scandal rhat may follow ; 
ther may be Anſwered from what'l have 
already. ſaid, or elſe they chiefly concern the cafe of 
and arc brought to prove that they at 
; and give 'great Offence contrary to St. 
Pazls rules, who take them determinarely to 
impoſe unneceſſary rites by which they know many 
pood/Men"will be Scendalierd, but tis 1s not my & 
buſines to diſcourſe of, thot cannot forbear fav 
ing tlieſe wo things, which f rhink very caſie to ma 
our. X 


t. That our Church of F=g/aud hath taken all rea- 
ſonablke care not to m_ offence to any ſort of 
perſons, and-rhe offences have been fince raken at 
lore things in our Conſlitution could not poſſibly have 
W211 been 


the Church ; becauſe there never can be any eſtabliſh- 
ment, that will not be Iyable to give ſuch Offenre. 
= who now take Offence at what the Church of 
England enjoyns , on the ſame or '2 like account will 
take Offesce at whatever can be enjoyned,” and the 
ſame prerences of Scandal will be good againſt any 
eſtabliſhment they themſelves ſhall make ; for tho they 
will not uſe theſe reaſons againſt their own eftabliſh- 
ment, yer in a ſhort time others will take up their 
weapons to fight inſt them , and what ſerved to 

the urch will be as effeftual to over- 
throw that, which ſhall be fer up initfroom: fo that 
whatever alteration is made, if rhis be allowed for a 
ſufficient ground of it, viz. to avoid the Offence that 
fone men take at the preſent confſtirution, yer (till 
we ſhall be but where we were, and new Offezces will 
ariſe, and ſo there muſt be continual changing and 
altering, to gratifie the unreaſonable humours and 
fancies of Men ; and ſhould any one of Diſſen- 
rers a us get their Form of nment 'and 
Worſhip cftabkſhed byLaw,I doubt nor but they would 
* Preach to us the very ſame Do@rine, we do now to 
chem. They would tell usthat private perſons muſt 
bend and corfform to the Laws, and not the Laws to 
| ; that it was car own faulr that we 


Ofeaded ; that from 
were ; — 


= 
i much I think ſufficient to ſhew that the Pre- 


cept of Obedience to Superiours in yp Lawſul is 
more abligatory,th an the Precept of avoiding Scandal ; 
whence it follows that it is our duty to obey in ſuch 
inſtances, tho Offe=ce may be taken at it, becauſe no 
fin is to be commirred for the avoiding Scandal. 

I might from this. head further argue, that if we 
muſt not commit any (in to avoid giving Offence,then it 
is notLawful to Separate from our Pariſh-Churc 
that account ;_ becauſe all voluntary ion from a 
Church,ia which nothing that is ualawtul is required 
85 a condition of Communion, is the fin of Schiſm, and 
that 1s'8 ſin ofthe blackeſt dye and greateſt guile,noted 
- the inScriptures for an att of carnality,a work of the Fleſb 
aud of the Devil ; for the neceſſity of qQur. coming to 
Church,and Worſhipping God inthe ſame publick p 
with qur Neighbours, and fubmitting tothe Govern- 
ment,Diſcipline and Cuſtoms of that particular Church 
we live, in, doth not depend only upoa the Statutes 
of the Realm which entorce it, and the Command of * 
the Civit Magiſtrate who requires ig; but by the Law 
ot our ; Religion all needleſs on or Diviſioa 
amongſt Chriſtians , breaking into little Parties and 
FaQions, from whence comes ftrife, exvying, confuſion 

and 
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1 Cor. 8, 
, T wif oh 
left I mate my Brother +» 
yi rea on and meat is to be underſtood 
as had. been-Oftered unto /dels, which rho lawful 
for a Chriſtian. to cat at common meals, yet the 
Apoſtle would wholly abſtain from, rather than wound 
the weak Conſcience of a Brother. 7 7 by the Law 
of charity (as the Reverend Biſhop. Tayiour faith , 
Great exemp. p. 440) muſt rather quit my own good; 
thas ſuffer my Brother to periſh, much "rather muſt 1 
quit. my priviledg.. And, We ſhould il dic for ear Bro- 
ther , who will. not loſe a weat to bis fin,” or 
change a diſh to fave bis Soul ; if. the thing be in» 
different. to us, yet it ought not to be indifferent to uz 
whether our Brother (fue or die. 

Alter this manner do we profeſs our ſelves ready to 
do or forbear any thing in'our own power, to winand 
gain our Difſenting Brethren to the | Church, We 

grant 


and laid aſide, as ſoon us ſome 
ns 2 CRT | 

bound ts ple coy Brother fo bis good 
ati j | 4 


wato" Fdi- 
I » »7 


: 


have ſome wr raens Yr their imagination thee 
what we do is evil and ſfintul, elk wotluetiond 
Ribbands, pad rag ings =o but come all to 7hes 
and Thee ; for this exception he gives this fub- 
ſtantial reaſon,. that if we are te abſtain from af in- 
different things, im which another without - probable 
imagineth that there is fin, the ſervitade of 
Chriftians under the Goſpel would be far (greater and 
H 2 yore r 
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of 
Offence of Sager fir on! 
Now tho all renk y _ think chere 


end this head with thoſe words of che learned Dr. 
Hammend in bis lute Treatiſe of Scandals: 7bri whole 
waiier 1s ## be referred to the Chriflidns prous diſcre+ 
tion or prodence, it being, free 16 bim either to abftaim, 
x7 to abſiarn, from any ——_— (remaining 
ach ) arcording as that piety, and that prudemce ſhall 
repreſent gd ror Code cad bem fokal vo other 
Mans Souls. Thus 1 havedone with ehe firft 10n, 
that nothing (inſu] is to be comantted to avoid Scan 


S. 3 


pratliſe,” if 16 take off offence from"'unee parsy,. we give 


ence wnio ano! ber. 


tween the rwo great 
Chagter of the kpiſtle to the Galariaus, 8. Perer- had. 

convericd with che Gentile Chriſtians/and tud” 
eat with them all kind of ments 3. bur afterwards hin 
ecrtaia believiog Jews from Jeraſalem, wiiowere Nil. 


the 


ro 
lt «rould ſwell this diſcourſe much beyond my 
ſcat defign t>.vſer forth at large che” many and great 
Seendels , whichware given by thoſe, who Separire 
from the Church of Exeland ; and 4 dowbr not but if 
this nacter —— — and we were bur 
\mpartially-catctul ro avoid giving all Offence to others, 
— hn 6nd eaftr mach more obliged upon 
"this aecountol Scar dal to communicate with 
od Churchy-rhamn to coarmne dr from it. ſhall 
hit arfſome tw. of rhe maſt obvious conſiderations, 
. JT 


by 


of our weat 'Brethrany” 
courle * 


(57 ) 
into the bottom of the Sea with a Millftont about ones 
Neck, than to a little one, a poor and illiterate 
Artizan, what pn we then find anſwerable to 
the heinouſneſs of a Scandal given to a Piews Magiſtrate, 
to a Religions Prince, to a Parliament, and Conveca- 
tion, to an whole Church and Commonwealth ? 

. By this jon from the Church, great Scas- 
dats given to the Papiſts;not that are at 
it ; they are not indeed offended in that ſenſe, but this 
ſerves wonderfully to harden them in their falſe and 
Idolatrous Worſhip; it increaſeth their confidence, 
that their Church is the only true Church of Chritt, 
wo them only is found Peace and Unity ; 

is 2 r 100 to waver! 
Chriſtiznsto cars Papiſs infornch, char Me. Baxre 
hath told us, that Thouſands have been drawn to Po- 
per, or confirmed in it by this Argument already, and 
faith of himſelf, that be &s perſuaded, that all the 
Arguments elſe in Bellarmia, and all other Books that 


ever were written, have not _ much to mate Pa- 


piſts in , 4s the multitude of Seils among our 
ſelves. s indeed is a great Scandal to our Prote- 
ſtant way and is that which the Papiſts are on all 
occaſions fo forward to objec againſt us, and hit us 


in the teeth with ; and by our hearty uniting with the 
Church of England, we may certainly wreſt out of 
their hands the moſt dangerous weapon they uſe againſt 
the Retormation. 

6. This tends tothe Scandal of Religion in general. 
[t prejudiceth men againit it as an uncertain thing, 
a matter of endleſs d: and debate ; it makes fome 
Men utterly reje& it as conſiſting moſtly in little trifles 
and nicctics about which they obſerve the eſt 
noiſe and contention to be made or as deſtructive of 


the Publick Peace of Societies, when they ſee what 
I dange- 


(58) 
drngorons fends amd quarrels commence from our Re- 
ligious Differences, and all the diſorder and confuſion 
that they have cauſed here in — ſhall by fome 
be charged upon Chriſtianity it fetf. 

Thus our cauſcleſs Separations and DiviGons open 
a wide door to Atheiſme, and all kind of 
and Irreligion : After this manner it was of old, and 
always will be, where there are Parties in Religion, 
and one contends that their Separation is lawful, and 
the other that it is unlawful, the Common people 
ſoon become doubrfult and ready ro forfake all 

on. 

I might add here, that ſuch tions neceſlacily 
occaſion breach of Charity ; they beger implacable en- 
mities and animoſies i Hence _ ſtrife, emula- 
tion , enyying , one Party conti endeavouri 
to overtop the orher, watching for _ anothers halt: 
ing, rejoycing in one anothers fins and misforrunes, 
conſtant undermining one #nother, to the diſturbance 
of the Publick Government, and endangering the 
Civil Peace ; of all which and much more than 1 can 
now mention the preſent diftrafted condition of our 
Nation is fo great and undenyable an evi that 
there need ao more words ro ſhew the miſchiefs that 
attend ſuch Diviſions ; and now tet any one judge, whe- 
ther _ Peace — Ne the maintain- 
Chari the kreping out Po- 
—_ and Atheiſm, the erica Pabades 
of the Magiſtrate, and quiet of 'the Sociery. we are 
Members of, the honour and credit - our R__ 
Laſtly , Wherher giving Offezce to all boch Confar- 
miſts ond Noncontormitts, thoſe only excepted of our 
own articular Set and Diviſion , ney Scandalizing 
them ao in the trac und proper ſenſe of Scanda}, be 


not of far greater and more weighty conſideration , 
than 


(59) 
than the fear of difpleaſing or 4) ſome few weak 
diflarisficd. Breehiren 4 Wo to 7 whom Ln 
nia. But theſ> things T have tghtly rouched 
yr hos Mtg the ſubje@t of mxny Sermons 
lately publiſhed. 

To ſum up all 1 have ſaid, 

Since they, who diſſent from: the Church, of Zug- 
laxd, are not ſuch week perſons ps St: Paul All along 
deſeribes and - provides for; {fine& We'cagnot by our 
Conformity reall Scoudalice or Offend them in that 
ſenis,. ia which the Seripcures uſe need Ts ſince 
tho we; _ 6 ve 30 them by Confqrmity, 
yet that ou not oveſ is rm dong our Dar 
vo pc — to Conform we ſhould 


A——— hurt und miſchiet; T think I may 
fakely conclude, that there canner lie ahgs * rgation 
private Chriffean ( a the Pg now Bands a» 


ap avy 

wongt ur) to abſent bhnnſclf from by Pariſh-Church, or 
to forbear the uſe oY the Forms of Prayer or Ceremonies 
by Law appointed, for fear of Offending Eis weak Bre- 
threw. * , 

I end all with one word of Advice. Firſt, to thoſe 
who are not convinced of the lawfulneſfs of Conformity. 

, to thoſe who are ſatisfied that it is lawful. 

:. To'thoſe who are not convinced of rhe lawfulneſs 
of ity, and therefore urge 1o hard that c 
ought not to be Offended by us. T1 would beſeech- 
them chat they would take care and make ſome 
Conſcience to avoid giving any needleſs Offence to thoſe 
of the C__—_— neland , __ - _ be 
t he ar le ueſt, ince t uire all 0- 
_ be ſo tender of them. They he war there- 
fore to meet in ſuch numbers, nor at the ſame time 
at which we aſſemble xo Worhip God in our publick 
Churches. Letthem nos our Service and Com- 

MON 


rules, may then wirh a better grace( 
Br fork wich our Conformity as 
them. hy one ng ſay any 


or y of the 
on 1 fon "= well know their weatneſs, 


COR EONINe On be told of their faoks. How- 
ever I muſt tell chem, chat there are no fort of 


lawtulnefs of Conformity, 1 would deſire them fo to 
order their return to the Church, as not to give any 
juſt Offesce to thoſe whom they forſake ; that is to ſay, 
that they hey would doe han and Gere that all 
unde eat i chede their duty fo IS 

that it is to not meer] 
fre che Law, or 0 fave thr Pure or to 4 
into an Oftice, or tate them to Vote or t 
like. For ſuch « kind » as ſome pradtiſe, 


_— call Occafronal Communion , 
nb « com 


es all good Men of what perſuaſion ſoever. 


FINIS. 


